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What utter arrogance to think that 

we could do that. Haven’t the physi-
cists looked at this, also? I don’t think 
they have. 

Then I go back and—see, I’m a gener-
alist, so go across some other studies, 
Mr. Speaker. I found a book called 
‘‘Human Universals,’’ and it’s written 
by a Professor Brown from the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. I don’t 
usually go there to find my enlightened 
authors, but he’s the only one I could 
find that actually has written a book 
on human universals. 

What are the common denominators 
of humanity? What do you see in 
human beings that has been true since 
the beginning of time, the first civili-
zation? What did Adam and Eve do, and 
what did every generation of humanity 
do that was common to them then 
that’s common to us now and common 
to every generation across all cultures, 
civilizations, continents and tribes? 

There are a list of about 123 things in 
his book, and he explains almost all of 
them. But one of them, Mr. Speaker, 
this human universal is every genera-
tion of man has tried to not just wor-
ship the weather, or was affected by 
the weather. Every generation of man 
has tried to change the weather, to 
change the weather. You know, they 
sacrificed virgins down in Central 
America and sometimes ripped their 
heart out and threw them down in the 
pit, and that was going to change the 
weather and get it to rain or not rain, 
as the situation called for. 

I just wonder, Mr. Speaker, if this 
cap-and-tax is not the modern version 
of the rain dance. And the weather is 
probably not going to change because 
we argue in here—and it’s probably not 
going to change because we change the 
emissions. I think we should, though, 
put our factories together and control 
our emissions and have the cleanest at-
mosphere we can have because it’s good 
for the air we breathe. 

But I think it’s utter arrogance to 
believe we’re going to adjust the 
Earth’s thermostat with the method-
ology that we have here. We do know 
the methodology of cap-and-tax that 
was advocated by the President last 
night is a methodology that will trans-
fer our wealth in our industry to coun-
tries that care a lot less about the at-
mosphere, which is my point, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I didn’t really intend to go down that 
path, but I thought it was important to 
bring it up, and I make another point 
that came to my attention last night, 
and it was in the very early part of the 
President’s speech. He spoke of this 
being the first time in two decades that 
Osama bin Laden doesn’t threaten the 
American people, a very good thing. I 
give the President maximum kudos for 
that and the SEALs, of course. It was 
the right decision, it was the right 
order, and it was the right result, a 
very good thing. 

But he went on to say—and, by the 
way, he delivered that in a subtle fash-
ion that was becoming of the President 

of the United States in a speech he 
gave last night—but he went on to say 
the Taliban’s momentum has been bro-
ken. I disagree, to this extent: the 
Taliban’s momentum has shifted from 
military tactical to political. 

They have a lot of political momen-
tum. It’s not been broken. Their polit-
ical momentum has been accelerated, 
Mr. Speaker. I would make this point 
that if we look at the country of Af-
ghanistan and look back through its 
history, starting at the end of the sev-
enties and beginning of the eighties— 
well, when the Russians invaded Af-
ghanistan, the Northern Alliance, the 
mujahedin, many of them at the time, 
took on the Russians and fought them 
through that decade with the help of 
Charlie Wilson and at least one Mem-
ber in this Congress seated today, the 
help from U.S. missiles that took out 
Russian helicopters. 

But the tenacity of the Northern Al-
liance today, the tribes from the north-
ern part of Afghanistan that took on, 
that took on the Russians and drove 
the Russians out of Afghanistan, the 
Northern Alliance leaders today, the 
men who mounted horseback and then 
themselves led the cavalry charge on 
horseback and attacked Russian tanks 
with AK–47s in their hands, these cou-
rageous men are the men that drove 
the Russians out of Afghanistan and, at 
that point, there was a power vacuum. 
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The Taliban filled up Afghanistan, 

and we remember what they did. They 
blew up the Buddhist temples, and they 
drove the life expectancy of a woman 
down. The only country in the world to 
have a lower life expectancy for women 
than men was Afghanistan. They treat-
ed them horribly. Afghanistan was di-
gressing back to the Stone Age. It was 
a fertile area for al Qaeda training 
camps. We got hit on September 11. 
The United States went in to help 
them with Special Forces. The North-
ern Alliance rose up again and, with 
our help, drove the Taliban out of Af-
ghanistan. Then they handed over their 
heavy weapons and embraced the con-
stitution that was proposed by the 
United States State Department, ac-
cepting that we would look out for 
their political interests. 

And what do they have? 
These warriors, who defeated the 

Russians and the Taliban, who lost 
their political influence because they 
trusted the constitution to represent 
them and who gave up their heavy 
weapons, are now watching the White 
House and President Karzai negotiate 
with the Taliban. 

The Taliban’s momentum has not 
been broken. It has been transitioned 
into political power, and they are look-
ing today to hand political power over 
to the Taliban in Afghanistan so that 
the Afghanistan Government will re-
flect the wishes of the Taliban and less 
reflect the wishes of the Northern Alli-
ance. 

Mr. Speaker, I would inquire as to 
how much time I might have remain-
ing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. So I will take 10 
seconds to thank you for your atten-
tion and for the opportunity to address 
you. I appreciate that privilege. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of ill-
ness. 
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PUBLICATION OF BUDGETARY 
MATERIAL 

STATUS REPORT ON CURRENT SPENDING LEVELS 
OF ON-BUDGET SPENDING AND REVENUES FOR 
FY 2012 AND THE 10-YEAR PERIOD FY 2012 
THROUGH FY 2021 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, Office of the Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: To facilitate applica-

tion of sections 302 and 311 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act, I am transmitting an up-
dated status report on the current levels of 
on-budget spending and revenues for fiscal 
year 2012 and for the 10-year period fiscal 
year 2012 through fiscal year 2021. This sta-
tus report is current through January 19, 
2012. 

The term ‘current level’ refers to the 
amounts of spending and revenues estimated 
for each fiscal year based on laws enacted or 
awaiting the President’s signature. 

The first table in the report compares the 
current levels of total budget authority, out-
lays, and revenues with the overall limits set 
in H. Con. Res. 34, the concurrent resolution 
on the budget for fiscal year 2012. This com-
parison is needed to implement section 311(a) 
of the Budget Act, which creates a point of 
order against measures that would breach 
the budget resolution’s aggregate levels. The 
table does not show budget authority and 
outlays for years after fiscal year 2012 be-
cause appropriations for those years have 
not yet been considered. 

The second table compares the current lev-
els of budget authority and outlays for ac-
tion completed by each authorizing com-
mittee with the ‘‘section 302(a)’’ allocations 
made under H. Con. Res. 34 for fiscal year 
2012 and fiscal years 2012 through 2021. ‘‘Ac-
tion’’ refers to legislation enacted after the 
adoption of the budget resolution. This com-
parison is needed to enforce section 302(f) of 
the Budget Act, which creates a point of 
order against measures that would breach 
the section 302(a) allocation of new budget 
authority for the committee that reported 
the measure. It is also needed to implement 
section 311(b), which exempts committees 
that comply with their allocations from the 
point of order under section 311(a). 

The third table compares the current lev-
els of discretionary appropriations for fiscal 
year 2012 with the ‘‘section 302(b)’’ suballoca-
tions of discretionary budget authority and 
outlays among Appropriations subcommit-
tees. The comparison is also needed to en-
force section 302(f) of the Budget Act because 
the point of order under that section equally 
applies to measures that would breach the 
applicable section 302(b) suballocation. 

The fourth table gives the current level for 
fiscal year 2013 of accounts identified for ad-
vance appropriations under section 402 of H. 
Con. Res. 34. This list is needed to enforce 
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